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The Lebanon Valley Council on the Arts again 
participated in the Lebanon Chris Kindle 

Market at Coleman’s Park on December 6, 
2015. The weather was gorgeous: warm and 

sunny. Offering three kinds of soups—ham 
and bean, potato, and vegetable—the Council 

sold out of all its soups by the end of the day. 
We also had ornaments, stockings, wooden 

trees, and cutting boards for sale.  Gary 
Althouse again played St. Nick for the council 

and the event. Dressed in a traditional St. 
Nicholas suit, Althouse handed out candy 
canes and had photo opportunities with the 

children. The Chris Kindle market enables the 
Arts Council to meet with the public and to 

talk about the many advantages of joining 
LVCA. Plans are underway to participate in 

2016.  
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Calendar of Events 

 

1stst Friday of every month - Artwalk   

 2ndnd Thursday of every month - Ladies 

Night  

 3rdrd Thursday of every month – Board  

Meeting  

 3rdrd Saturday of every month - Celtic Music 

Session   

January 23 – Burns Night 

 

February 2 – Pastels Class Begins 

 

April 16 – Embroidery Art 

 
 

  

   

President’s Letter 

This spring marks the 10th Anniversary of the purchase of 
Lebanon Valley Council on the Arts! Due to the extensive 
renovations required to bring the building up to code 
compliance, the center opened the following year. How has 
LVCA impacted the city? One of the major goals was for the art 
center to impact the downtown area by introducing art events 
that attract new people to visit the downtown area. The First 
Friday Art Walks held the first Friday of each month engaged 
many downtown shops as well as HACC and local churches. 
Once a month, visitors who never walked around the town—
certainly not in the evening-came into town to see art 
exhibitions and attend musical performances. This year, over 
2,000 people visited the art center on Art Walk evenings: the 
visitors to other venues in downtown Lebanon as well as Mt. 
Gretna add hundreds or thousands more. Another benefit is 
the chain effect of improving a vacant property—adjacent 
properties become worth revitalizing. I remember an empty 
storefront that was opened for exhibition space on First 
Fridays, and now a business occupies the space. That is the 
idea…keep the city engaged so more homes and businesses 
grow roots within the city.  

The monthly Celtic Sessions have migrated from place to place 
within the city and county, gathering musicians together for 
some jammin’. It is hard to be enemies while singing, playing, 
and drinking together. I remember being taken by surprise 
when a black man singing Celtic music told me that he had 
Irish descendants…but I came to realize that when you share 
together in music and song long enough, the Irish sprouts up in 
everyone. By now, I’ve eaten enough soda bread, soup and 
scones to turn Irish!  

Other events this past year included Burn’s Night with 
bagpiping, poetry & songs by Robert Burns, and of course, 
traditional Scottish food, Spring Tea & Art Exhibition, kids 
summer art camp, Ladies’ Night Out, youth mural painting 
program, opening of the Art Resource Studio, as well as Soup 
& Session Nights.   

Art, culture and food…LVCA is here to encourage you in 
creative pursuits to bring people together and appreciate each 
other’s perspectives. But we need you to become involved! 
After 10 years, we need roof work completed to see us through 
the next 30 years. During 2016, we are increasing our efforts to 
engage our members, businesses and the public to improve 
our building so we can continue giving back to the community. 
Please partner with us in enriching the county with art so 
Lebanon will be the place to grow, to live, and to love. 

Sharon Zook, President LVCA 
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LVCA Roof Project 
In 2006, the vacant convent was purchased and renovated for an art 
center. At the time it was purchased, it was not known that because 

that building was last used as a “residence” within the business 
district, the use would need to change in order to use it as an art 

center. What that meant was that the building would come under 
current codes requiring stair wells to be separated by fire walls and 

panic doors…as well as ramps connecting the buildings and an 
elevator installed to comply with ADA regulations. All those 

improvements cost a substantial investment, and even though they 
largely had nothing to do with making the space into an art center, 

that is what needed to be done to open up. So the bad roof was put on 
“hold”, with only a small section being replaced. Since then, the roof 

has outlived its years, and the large remainder needs replaced. Several 
roof companies surveyed the situation, and have advised a similar 

course of action. The new roof is expected to take us through the next 
30 years. We have shown 3 years of sustainable operations per our 

accountant, so believe your investment will yield greater community 
dividends of improving the QUALITY OF LIFE through art in the 

region. We applied for some grant funds, but all grants require an 
investment from YOU! If you invest in LVCA, they favor investing in 
LVCA. We would like 50% of the $18,000 needed to schedule with 

Weaver Contractors. To make this happen, we are asking you to 
choose from one of these tax deductible investment amounts: 

10-$500 level donations 

15-$250 level donations 

20-$100 level donations 

50-$50 level donations  

Please send your donation to: 

LVCA 

734 Willow St. 

Lebanon, PA 17046 
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Membership is open to the general public and to artists, artisans, craftspeople, businesses, 

government officials and organizations interested in promoting the arts and culture in Lebanon. 
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